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NORTHERN LEBANON SOCCER CLUB
CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE I

Name

This organization shall be incorporated and known as the Northern Lebanon Soccer Club (hereafter referred to as NLSC).

ARTICLE II

Purpose
The purpose of this Association shall be to promote, foster and perpetuate the game of soccer on the youth level and foster the physical, mental, and emotional growth of children through the sport of soccer. This Association shall exercise complete governmental control of said game except in those matters reserved by the Eastern Pennsylvania Youth Soccer Association (EPYSA), US Club Soccer (USCS) and the United States Soccer Federation (USSF). This Association shall be established and maintained as a non-profit educational organization that is tax exempt. 
ARTICLE III

Territory

The NLSC consists primarily of the area covered by the Northern Lebanon School District, however, is not restricted to those boundaries.  

ARTICLE IV

Headquarters

The headquarters of this Association shall be within its primary territorial boundaries as defined in Article III above, where all general meetings shall be held. Local headquarters in said territory shall be determined from time to time by such person or persons in whom the Board may vest such authority. 
ARTICLE V

Colors

The primary colors of the NLSC shall be royal blue and gold, however, different colors may be used for uniforms as necessary.
ARTICLE VI

Membership

Section 1.  Members


This Association shall consist of individuals that are in good standing with 
NLSC, EPYSA, USCS, and USSF.  Any individual not in good standing 
with these organizations shall be deemed unaffiliated.  Members of NLSC 
shall not participate in competition with anyone not in good standing with 
these organizations without written consent of the Board.

Section 2.  Application for Voting Membership


Voting Membership in this Association is open to any individual who displays an interest in supporting good sportsmanship, the encouragement of youth soccer players, the development of soccer players, fair play, and attends three (3) consecutive meetings or fifty percent (50%) of general membership meetings during the previous calendar year.  Anyone who accepts a position of coach, assistant coach, administrator, or officer must complete a Risk Management form, an Act 33 Child Abuse Clearance and a Criminal History background check at the expense of NLSC.   Any prior history or abuse will be reviewed by the Board to determine eligibility.
Section 3.  Annual Dues


Annual dues, or fees, shall be made prior to August 1 of each year for 
every player.

Section 4.  Failure to Pay Dues.


Failure to pay annual dues, or fees, shall result in the forfeiture of 
membership and inability to play.

ARTICLE VII
Government

This Association shall be governed by it’s constitution and bylaws as amended from time to time, and by such rules and regulations which are promulgated by the Board, except only when these conflict with or are supplemented by the constitution, bylaws, rules, and regulations of USCS or USSF, to which this Association shall be subordinate, and this Association shall be an affiliate.

ARTICLE VIII

Legislative and Judicial Powers

Section 1.  Board of Directors

The legislative and judicial powers of this Association, except those which are herein otherwise delegated, shall be vested in a Board consisting of the duly elected or appointed officers.
Section 2.  Right to Vote

Each member of the Board shall have the right to cast a vote.

Section 3.  Majority Vote

The majority of the Board shall decide any issue presented, except in the case of amendment to the constitution and by-laws as hereinafter provided. 
Section 4.  League Representatives
For the purpose of voting at League meetings, it shall be the duty of the President to delegate this authority if the President can not attend.

Section 5.  Jurisdiction

The Board shall have jurisdiction over all teams, players, coaches, and officials and over all youth matters connected with soccer which it or any of its members undertake.  All members and youth soccer matters are also subject to the jurisdiction of USCS, EPYSA, and USSF.

Section 6.  Board Duties

The Board shall hold an election for the officers of this Association as necessary; make changes in the Constitution and By-Laws;; review applicants for membership; and conduct additional business at general meetings as deemed appropriate by the Board of Directors.  Additionally, an annual meeting will be held at a date and time in January to be decided by the President for the annual reorganization.

Section 7.  Board Powers

The Board shall have the authority to ratify, alter, or decide on matters affecting the NLSC.

ARTICLE IX

Officers

Section 1.  Officers

Officers of this Association shall be a President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer, all of which must have been a voting member.  They shall be elected by a majority of the voting membership present at the January Annual general Meeting.  The elected officers shall appoint a Registrar, who also must be a voting member, who will be a member of the Board.  Each officer shall serve a two year term.  The President and Secretary shall be elected during even numbered years and the Vice President and Treasurer during the odd numbered years.
Section 2.  President’s Duties

The President shall preside at all meetings of this Association, enforce the constitution and bylaws, and supervise all affairs of this Association.  The President shall appoint an officer to perform duties on matters not addressed here.

Section 3.  President’s Powers

The President shall have the power to call special meetings of this Association upon two (2) days notice to all concerned.

Section 4.  Vice President’ Duties

 The Vice President shall assist the President in the performance of their duties, shall exercise all the powers of the President during their absence or incapacity. 
Section 5.  Secretary

The Secretary shall keep a record of all proceedings of this Association; sign with the President all contracts and other documents of this Association, which are authorized by the Board, and perform such other duties as the Board may from time to time direct. 
Section 6.  Treasurer

The Treasurer may be required to be bonded at the discretion of the Board, such bond costs to be borne by the Association; shall deposit all Monies in the name of this Association with a depository which shall be designated by the Board; execute receipts for such Monies which are paid to him; keep the financial accounts; liquidate all bills against the Association; report the state of the finances of the Association at the close of every meeting and whenever required to do so by the statement of accounts in writing to the Board at the Annual General Meeting; and perform such other duties as the Board may from time to time direct. All drafts and checks in excess of $500 shall be executed by the President and Treasurer. 
Section 7.  Registrar

The Registrar is responsible to provide registration information to USCS and EPYSA, maintain records of intramural and travel leagues/teams and players. To oversee all roster changes that occurs in a soccer year and to report monthly to the Board.
Section 8.  Referee Administrator

A referee administrator may be appointed by the Board at their discretion.

Section 9.  Absence
Any officer who is absent without excusable cause for three (3) consecutive meetings, or for any reason, a total of five (5) meetings of the Board shall thereby forfeit, without additional formality, his right to hold his respective office for the remainder of the term. 
Section 10.  Removal From Office

An officer of this Association shall be removed from office by a two-thirds (2/3) majority of the entire voting power of the Board of Directors. 
Section 11.  Vacancies

In the event that a vacancy occurs in any office, the Board shall fill the vacancy at once, with a voting member.  The vacancy will be decided by a majority vote at the next scheduled Board meeting. 
ARTICLE X
Meetings

Section 1.  Board of Director’s Meetings

The Annual General Meeting of this Association shall be held on the second Monday of January. The location will be decided for the following year by the Board of Directors of the Association. 
Section 2.  Special Meetings and Written Notice

Special meetings of this Association shall be called by the President upon written demand of fifty (50) percent of the total voting strength of the Board as determined by the most recent AGM in which case a meeting shall be called by the President within one (1) week of such demand.   In the case of all special meetings, with not less than two (2) days, notice shall be sent to all officers specifying time, place and purpose of meeting. 
Section 3.  Robert’s Rules

All meetings of this Association shall be conducted in accordance with the latest edition of Robert's Rules of Order. 
ARTICLE XI

Quorum

The presence of a majority of voting power shall constitute a quorum to transact business at any meeting of this Association. 
ARTICLE XII

Amendments
Section 1.  Vote Required

The Constitution of this Association may be amended by a vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the entire voting power of Members attending the Annual General Meeting. 
Section 2.  Who Can Make Amendments

A Member and/or the Board may make any proposals or motions to amend the Constitution of this Association. 
Section 3.  Advance Notice for Amendments

Any proposals or motions to amend the Constitution of this Association must be made in writing to the Secretary forty-five (45) days in advance of the Annual General Meeting. These proposals or motions shall be sent in writing to each Member thirty (30) days in advance of the Annual General Meeting. 

ARTICLE XIII
Fiscal Year Budget
The Treasurer shall prepare a financial summary for the previous year. This summary shall be presented to the Board at the Annual General Meeting.
ARTICLE XIV

Duties and Responsibilities

The EPYSA, USCS, and USSF articles of incorporation, bylaws, policies and requirements take precedence over and supercede governing documents and decisions of the NLSC and its members to extent applicable under state law and the NLSC and its members will abide by those articles, bylaws, policies and requirements. 
NORTHERN LEBANON SOCCER CLUB

BYLAWS

ARTICLE I

Order of Business

The order of business at the Annual General Meeting shall be as follows:

1. Roll Call

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting
3. Financial Report
4. Unfinished Business
5. New Business 

6. Miscellaneous Items
7. Adjournment

ARTICLE II

Appeals

Section 1.  Process

All decisions of discipline and/or suspension against any coach, player, administrator, or parent may be appealed.  The appeal process shall include procedural due process including a public hearing, the right of all parties to ask questions, the right to present evidence, and a final written decision by the adjudicating party. 
Section 2.  Appeal to USCS,  EPYSA, and USSF

Any  coach, player, administrator, or parent not wholly satisfied with any decision made by the Board of this Association has the right of appeal to the USSF by following the procedure laid down by U.S.S.F. Bylaw 705. 
Section 3.  Stay of Suspension or Decision

Any adjudicating board shall have the authority to stay a suspension or 
decision pending the due process hearing; however, the stay is never 
automatic or required.
ARTICLE III

Hearings

All Board officers shall be present at all hearings and shall have the opportunity to cast a vote. 

ARTICLE IV

Rules

The President shall appoint a rules committee of three (3) members whose duty it will be to examine all proposed rule changes and make recommendations to the Board. They must determine if the proposals are in order and will not conflict with the rules of USCS, EPYSA, and USSF.

ARTICLE V

Payment of Debts

A debt of any member owed to this Association shall be payable no later than seven (7) calendar days after the date that the sum is declared payable and in default of payment, the debtor shall be fined and/or suspended without further action. 
ARTICLE VI

Miscellaneous Items
Section 1.  Courtesy of Meetings

Visitors may be granted the privilege to attend and/or speak at meetings under the discretion of the President. 
Section 2.  Auditing

The Association shall select a certified public accountant to perform an annual certified audit and have the report reviewed at the AGM.

Section 3.  Comity

 This Association shall recognize suspensions and rulings of all organizations under the jurisdiction of USCS, EPYSA, and USSF when notified thereof. 
Section 4.  Players, Officials, Coaches and Spectators 
Players, officials, coaches and spectators are permitted to take part in or to attend matches. Provided they observe the rules of this Association, USCS, EPYSA, and USSF, and its subordinate and affiliated organizations. 

Section 5.  Presentment of Claim

No dispute or claim shall be presented to or defended in this Association except by a bona fide voting member of this Association, Association or club, which is directly concerned with the matter at issue. 
Section 6.  Extra-territorial Competition

No team shall enter or take part in any competition outside the jurisdiction of this Association, except those directly affiliated with or operated by USCS, EPYSA, or USSF, without the approval of this Association. 
Section 7.  Gambling

Betting or gambling in any form on any game or part thereof, at any place, is forbidden. Anyone who violates this rule shall be suspended permanently. 
Section 8.  Dissolution

If this Association dissolves for any reason, its property and assets shall be held in abeyance, in the custody of the President for a period not to exceed one (1) year. If during that time, the Association forms another Association, the property and assets held in abeyance shall become the property of the succeeding Association, if it becomes a 501(c)(3) organization as determined by the Internal Revenue Service. 

Otherwise, the property and assets of the defunct Association shall become the property of the Northern Lebanon School District.

Section 9.  Mandatory Insurance

NLSC shall obtain, maintain, and provide insurance as required by USCS, EPYSA, and USSF.
ARTICLE VII

Registration

Section1.  Registration

The NLSC shall register all of its players, coaches, teams, and administrators with USCS, EPYSA, or USSF at least once each year and timely pay all dues and fees due to these organizations. 
Section 2.  Seasonal Year

The seasonal year shall be August 1st to July 31 of the following year. 
Section 3.  Registration Closing Date

The Board shall cease to register players by July 15th of each year. 
ARTICLE VIII 
Players 
Section 1.  Classification


Players are classified as amateur 
Section 2.  Registration of Players

Players will be registered through the Registrar on a form approved by this Association and registered to each team on which the player competes.  Each player will pay a set registration fee that is set by the Board each year.  A refund may be issued if a player has not played in any games for that registration year.
Section 3.  Age Limits and Roster Limitations

A. Age Division 

Age divisions shall be comprised of players who are, on the first day of August of the current season: 


Under 19 Years of age








Under 18 years of age 



Under 17 years of age 








Under 16 years of age 



Under 15 years of age 








Under 14 years of age 



Under 13 years of age 








Under 12 years of age 



Under 11 years of age 








Under 10 years of age 



Under 9 years of age 








Under 8 years of age 



Under 7 years of age 








Under 6 years of age 

B. Roster Size 
All rosters must be in compliance with USCS, EPYSA, and USSF limits to ensure proper playing time for each participant.

C.   False Registration 
Any team playing a player who is over-age (for the current season) shall forfeit the game(s) in which that player takes part. 
Section 4.  Youth Participation in Adult Games

A youth player may play an unlimited number of adult games without losing their eligibility. The youth player must notify their coach or authorized team official of the player’s intention to play adult games. The youth player shall request, in writing: 
1. Eligibility clearance from the Youth State Association through         which the player is registered. 
2. Permission from the appropriate Adult State Association. 

When the clearance and permission have been granted, the Adult State Association has sole discretion in permitting a youth player to play an adult game and will be responsible for establishing the procedures under which the youth player will be allowed to play. In the event of a conflict between an adult game and a youth game, the youth game shall take precedence. A youth player who is required to complete an adult form shall retain youth eligibility. 
Section 5.  Player Transfer and Release


All requests for transfers shall be submitted to the affiliated member's registrar and State Association Registrar (USCS, EPYSA) in writing on the appropriate form.  No player may transfer to a second team during the seasonal year without first obtaining a release from the first team.  All registration procedures not specifically addressed in the EPYSA or USCS Constitution and By-Laws are governed by the United States Soccer Federation and US Youth Soccer, Rules and policies. 
Section 6.  Approaching of Players

No team, club, coach or player or any other person may approach a registered player to leave his club. 
Section 7.  Secondary Player Status


A.  (Status) - A player may register with more than one team during the same registration year. At initial registration, the player must declare the team on which he/she will have primary status. The player will be considered a secondary player on any and all other teams with which the player registers, provided the proper paperwork is completed. 

B.   (Responsibility) - Any player registered to more than one team must participate in the game played by the team with which the player is a primary player in order to qualify him/herself as a player on the team to which he/she is registered as a secondary player if both or all teams have games scheduled on the same day. 


C. (Exception) A secondary player may be granted written permission to participate in non-league games/tournaments with a team on which the player has secondary status by the coach of the team, which the player has primary status, providing both teams are not in the same competition. 
Section 8.  Release of Player from Team 
A.  Any player registered to a team is bound to that team for the entire seasonal year unless he/she requests a release; in the case of the recreational program the seasonal year is defined by the affiliate’s program. A request for release shall be submitted to the affiliated in writing on the appropriate form. 

B . A player may be released from a team involuntarily only if the player is unable to play for one or more of the following reasons 

1. The player has violated bylaws, policies, or requirements of USCS, EPYSA, or USSF. 
2. The player has moved beyond a reasonable travel distance. 

3. The player is injured in such a manner that the player will not be able to participate for the remainder of the season. To affect the release, the coach must complete and sign an E.P.Y.S.A. Player/Team Status Form stating one of the above reasons. 

C.  A request for release for a player may be denied if the player owes money, uniforms or any other obligation to their club or team. 
ARTICLE IX

Rules of Play

Except as provided herein, FIFA "Laws of the Game" shall apply to each and every game played within the jurisdiction of this Association. 

Section 1.  Substitutions 
Substitutions shall be unlimited except where specified otherwise in the Rules and Regulations for a special competition. Substitutions may be made, with the consent of the referee, at the following times: 

1. Prior to the throw-in in your favor. 

2. Prior to a goal kick. 

3. After a goal, by either team. 

4. After an injury, by either team, when the referee stops play. 

5. At half time. 
Section 2.  Length of Games

The length of games, overtime periods, ball size, ball dimensions, ball 
weight, number of players and tie breaking rules for each age group shall 
be as follows: 

	Age Group 
	Game Length 
	Overtime Periods 
(Cups & Tournaments) 
	Size 
	Circumference 
	Weight 
	Number of Players 
(Maximum) 

	Under 19 
	Two 45’ halves 
	Two 15’ halves, 
	#5 
	27–28 in. 
	14–16 ozs. 
	11 

	Under 18 
	Two 45’ halves 
	Two 15’ halves 
	#5 
	27–28 in. 
	14–16 ozs. 
	11 

	Under 17 
	Two 45’ halves 
	Two 15’ halves 
	#5 
	27–28 in. 
	14–16 ozs. 
	11 

	Under 16 
	Two 45’ halves 
	Two 15’ halves 
	#5 
	27–28 in. 
	14–16 ozs. 
	11 

	Under 15 
	Two 45’ halves 
	Two 15’ halves 
	#5 
	27–28 in. 
	14–16 ozs. 
	11 

	Under 14 
	Two 35’ halves 
	Two 10’ halves 
	#5 
	27–28 in. 
	14–16 ozs. 
	11 

	Under 13 
	Two 35’ halves 
	Two 10’ halves 
	#5 
	27–28 in 
	14–16 ozs 
	11 

	Under 12 
	Two 30’ halves 
	Two 10’ halves 
	#4 
	25–26 in 
	11–13 ozs 
	11 

	Under 11 
	Two 30’ halves 
	Two 10’ halves 
	#4 
	25–26 in 
	11–13 ozs 
	11 

	Under 10 
	Two 25’ halves 
	Two 10’ halves 
	#4 
	25–26 in 
	11–13 ozs 
	8 

	Under 9 
	Two 25’ halves 
	Two 10’ halves 
	#4 
	25-26 in 
	11–12 ozs 
	8 

	Under 8 
	Two 25’ halves 
	Two 5’ halves 
	#3 
	23-24 in 
	11–12 ozs 
	8 

	Under 7 
	Two 25’ halves 
	Two 5’ halves 
	#3 
	23-24 in 
	11–12 ozs 
	8 

	Under 6 
	Two 25’ halves 
	Two 5’ halves 
	#3 
	23-24 in 
	11–12 ozs 
	8 


In Cup or Tournament play, if the game is still tied after overtime periods, FIFA penalty kick rules will apply to determine the winner. 

Section 3.  Modifications

Member organizations may make modifications of the FIFA, USCS, and EPYSA playing rules, so long as they are confined to competition within that member organizations league and are consistent with FIFA Laws of the Game.   When a team enters into any competition outside its league, USCS/EPYSA/US Youth Soccer/FIFA rules of the competition will apply as long as they comply with national or international laws of the game. 
Section 4.  Line-up Card


Each team must present the referee with three (3) copies of the Line-Up Card at the start of the game. These forms must be signed by the Manager/Coach. Line-up Cards are the official record of players who have participated in a given game. Line-up Cards must contain the starting line-up and reserves, along with jersey number of each player.  All players listed on a Line-up Card for a given game are considered to have played in that game regardless whether they actually have played or not. 
Section 5.  Special Competitions

Certain modifications of the playing rules may be made for tournaments and exhibition matches played within the jurisdiction of this Association with prior EPYSA or USCS approval. 
Section 6.  Keeping Games Competitive


For Intramural games at the U-6, 8, and 10 levels, attempts will be made to keep the games competitive.  During competition, if one team is winning by three goals, then the losing team may add a player during the game.  If winning by 5 goals, then the winning team must remove one player from the field.  If the goal difference is reduced to 4 or 2 goals, then the team(s) will return the appropriate number of players.

ARTICLE X

Amendments

Section 1.  Vote Required
 The By-Laws of this Association may be amended by a vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the entire voting members attending the Annual General Meeting. 
Section 2.  Who Can Make Amendments

Any proposals or motions to amend the By-Laws of this Association must be made in writing to the Secretary forty-five (45) days in advance of the Annual General Meeting and these proposals or motions shall be sent in writing to each Member thirty (30) days in advance of the Annual General Meeting. 
ARTICLE XI

Administrative Penalties and Suspensions

Section 1.  Penalties, Fines, and Suspensions

The Board shall use the NLSC Code of Conduct related to administrative matters, player misconduct, coaching misconduct, and spectator misconduct. 
ARTICLE XII

Liability and Indemnification of Officers

An officer of this Association shall stand in a fiduciary relation to the corporation and shall perform his duties as an officer, including his duties as a member of any committee of the Board upon which he may serve, in good faith, in a manner he reasonably believes to be in the best interests of the corporation, and with such care, including reasonable inquiry, skill and diligence, as a person of ordinary prudence would use under similar circumstances. In performing his duties, a director shall be entitled to rely in good faith on information, opinions, reports or statements, including financial statements and the financial data.
A director shall not be considered to be acting in good faith if he has knowledge concerning the matter in question that would cause his reliance to be unwarranted. 

Absent breach of fiduciary duty, lack of good faith or self-dealing, actions taken as an officer or any failure to take any action shall be presumed to be in the best interests of the corporation.  An officer of the Association shall not be personally liable for monetary damages as such for action taken, or any failure to take action.

 Directors as such, shall not receive any stated salary for their services.

The Association shall indemnify each of it’s officers whether or not then in service as such (and his or her executor, administrator and heirs), against all reasonable expenses actually and necessary incurred by him or her connection with the defense of any litigation to which the individual may have been a party because he or she is or was an officer of the Association.  The individual shall have no right to reimbursement, however, in relation to matters as to which he or she has been adjudged liable to the Association for negligence or misconduct in the performance of his or her duties, or was derelict in the performance of his or her duty as an officer by willful misconduct, bad faith, gross negligence or reckless disregard of the duties of his or her office  The right to indemnify for expense shall also apply to the expenses of suits which are compromised or settled if the court having jurisdiction of the matter shall approve such settlement.  The foregoing right of indemnification shall be in addition to, and not exclusive of, all rights to that which such officer may be entitled. 
ARTICLE XIII

Risk Management

The NLSC shall abide by the policies prohibiting sexual and physical abuse of its members that meet certain minimum criteria established by USCS, EPYSA, and USSF.  All members shall complete any required Risk Management form in order to participate as a player, coach, or officer.
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